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Welcome to NSS News 


| would like to welcome you to the first edition of NSS News, a 
quarterly newsletter designed to keep you in touch with 
developments in national statistics. A key development activity for 
the NSS is the National Data Network (NDN), In this edition, NSS 
News features the NDN, an important whole of government 
project that will deliver a range of statistical services to both 
statistical producers and statistical users. Future issues of this 
newsletter will focus on statistical initiatives being undertaken by 
all levels of government in Australia. 


Dennis Trewin, Australian Statistician 
Chief Executive of the SA Department of Premier and Cabinet, 
Warren McCann, and the Australian Statistician, Dennis Trewin, 
at the signing ceremony in Adelaide. 


For more information on this event please see page 4 
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What is the National Statistical Service? 


Statistics are an important part of our society. They affect decisions 
made by the government and private sector, by small and large 
organisations, and by individuals. Over the last decade policy 
makers and researchers have been seeking increasing amounts of 
information to assist in the decision making process and in judging 
performance. However, the gap between the supply and the demand 
for information has been widening and to counter this a greater 
range of relevant and high quality statistics is required. 


Across all levels of government statistics are generated. These 
maybe as by-products of the governments administrative processes 
or through surveys that support government activities. How can we 
find all the information that is out there and determine whether it is 
suitable to use? 


The National Statistical Service is an initiative aimed at improving 
the quantity and quality of information made available to the 
community by government agencies. It's main objective is to link 
producers and users of statistics to narrow the gap between the 
demand and supply of information to ensure a better information 
base for all Australians. 


The National Statistical Service will create an improved information 
base for all Australians in two ways. First, by increasing the quantity 
of information that is available to the community, and second, by 
supporting statistical best practice to help agencies participating in 
the National Statistical Service improve the quality of their surveys 
and information management activities. 


For more information about the National Statistical Service and to 
see what resources are available, please go to the web site 
<http:/Awww.nss.gov.au>. To subscribe to NSS News, send an 
e-mail to inquiries@nss.gov.au. 


Athens Olympics: Australia 
Third 


After Australia's best ever 
Olympic result of fourth behind 
the 'super powers’, can we go 
one better? The ABS 
analysed the number of 
medals won by each country at 
the recent Olympics, taking 
into account the population of 
competing countries, rather 
than the traditional measure of 
medals as a 'raw score’. 


The analysis showed that 
Australia's tally at the close of 
the Athens Olympics equates 
to one Gold Medal for each 
1,186,000 of the population, 
ranking it third behind Norway 
with one Gold per 910,000 
people and the Bahamas with 
one Gold per 317,000 people. 
For more information, see the 
ABS web site. 
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a The idea for a "National 
Data Network" grew 
> from the Australian 
: . Research Alliance for 
% National Children and Youth 
Data Networkwhich recognised the 
need to link Australia's 
collection of surveys, 

cohort studies, 
population databases and administrative records. This 
would answer important questions about the wellbeing and 
life chances of Australia's children and young people. 
Support from government agencies at all levels for a 
National Data Network has seen the scope of the initiative 
widened. 


The National Data Network will see the creation of a 
distributed library of data holdings relevant to policy analysis 
and research. It will provide infrastructure, protocols, 
standards, and services which support the sharing and 
integration of data across Australia. 


Jonathan Palmer, 
explaining the National Data Network concepts. 


ABS, 


Feature Article 


The National Data Network will provide a complete 
catalogue of available data sources to make the whole 
process of finding, understanding, acquiring, and making 
appropriate use of data easier and faster. 


The objectives of the National Data Network are to 
facilitate greater collaboration between data users and 
producers, provide faster access to data, improve the 
integration of data from multiple sources and provide 
consistent sytems for managing and publishing data 
across government. 


The National Data Network will consist of three key 
components, the NDN web site, NDN Central and NDN 
Nodes. The NDN Central will be a hub in the network, 
linking the NDN Nodes and allowing entry by researchers 
and policy analysts. 


The National Data Network is being developed by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with other 
interested agencies. Jonathan Palmer, Chief Information 
Officer at the ABS, has embarked on an extensive 
consultation process to promote the initiative. The first 
stage will be the development of a Demonstration National 
Data Network during 2004 and 2005 to showcase the 
functionality of the initiative. 


For more information about the National Data Network, 
please see the web site <www.nationaldatanetwork.org> 
or contact <inquiries@nationaldatanetwork.org>. 
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NDN In Action... 


Upcoming milestones in developing the National Data 
Network are: 


*« Meeting of the first Interim Board: 9 December 2004. 


*« Signup of contributing agencies: October 2004 - March 
2005 


*e ABS data node released for testing: November 2004 
*« Secure system released for testing: December 2004. 


*« Demonstration National Data Network (populated) 
released: April 2005. 
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Australian Taxation Office - Developing Online Surveys 


The Australian Taxation Office has developed an application that 
allows internal clients to build and manage surveys themselves. 
To address the need for flexibility, we focused on designing an 
application that would build ‘web objects’ - i.e. for our purposes 
html documents with set and user defined dynamic attributes. 


It was decided that clients should be able to assign attributes — for 
example, response options, text and links - to these ‘web objects’ 
and that these objects should operate autonomously over our 
Intranet. However, there was also a need to maintain links with 
the application and objects built so that clients could distribute 
and manage them in real time. 


As a result of the successful implementation of the above 
approach we now have an application (SURV) that enables our 
clients to build ‘web objects’ that meet their needs in relation to 
internal research (surveys and census), assurance and 
management (forms) and communication (feedback on functions 
and programs). 


For clients, the most powerful and attractive feature of SURV is 
that they are able to quickly build, deploy and manage surveys etc 
across the Tax Office. The flexibility of the application also allows 
clients to be quite creative in their work. 


One of the key challenges is to provide clients with the results of 
their SURV projects with equal speed. At present, this is achieved 
by providing them with data in a range of Excel spread sheets. 
While not entirely satisfactory, this has proven a sensible 
approach given variable IT skills of our clients. The ideal, of 
course, would be to provide clients with the capability to obtain 
their data in a range of statistical and graphical formats for 
instantaneous publishing to the web. This is our intent. 


In response to recent requests we have taken steps to enable the 
distribution of surveys over the Internet. 
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Hence, we are now able to use SURV to work with our many 
stakeholders. So far this calendar year 54,243 objects (surveys, 
forms, questionnaires), have been completed and submitted to the 
data base by _ respondents/participation. The average 
response/participation rate is 69.7%. 


The speed with which clients are able to undertake projects and obtain 
results is proving an invaluable aid to engaging employees and 
acquiring organisational and business intelligence. 


For further information please email Steve Davies, SURV Manager, 
steve.davies@ato.gov.au. 


Australian Bureau of Statistics Hits 1000 CURFs 


The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has recently approved the 
1000th Confidentialised Unit Record File (CURF) application. CURF's 
contain data from ABS surveys in the form of unit records, which have 
been confidentialised by removing name and address information, by 
controlling the amount of detail and by changing a small number of 
values. They contain the most detailed statistical information available 
from the ABS and are for researchers and analysts who wish to run 
their own statistical queries on the data using software packages such 
as SAS or SPSS. 


Popular CURFs include the National Health Survey (1995 & 2001), 
the Census of Population and Housing (1996 & 2001) and the 
Household Expenditure Survey (1998-99) 


The ABS enables access to CURF data at three levels. Depending on 
the level of detail required, this maybe through CD-ROM, via a secure 
internet-based data query service or through a secure data query 
service on ABS premises under ABS supervision. 


If you require any further information about CURF's, please visit the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics web site <http://www.abs.gov.au> or 
email curf.management@abs.gov.au. 
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In Brief............ 


Department of Family and 
Community Services 


The Household, Income and 
Labour Dynamics in Australia 
(HILDA) Survey tracks all 
members of an initial sample of 
households over an indefinite 
life. The first wave of interviews 
was conducted in 2001-02, the 
second in 2002-03 and the 
third in 2003-04. The 
longitudinal nature of the 
survey enables analysis of the 
changes in socio-economic 
circumstances of familes and 
individuals over time, which is 
not possible with cross 
sectional data. 


Release 2.0 of HILDA, 
comprising Wave 2 data and 
revised Wave 1 data became 
available earlier this year. 
Further information about the 
HILDA Survey is available from 
the web site 
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South Australian Government becomes the first to sign up to 
the National Statistical Service. 


In February the South Australian Government became the first 
group to join the National Statistical Service when Warren 
McCann, Chief Executive of the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet, and Dennis Trewin, Australian Statistician signed the key 
principles of the National Statistical Service. 


Dennis Trewin outlined the benefits of the National Statistical 
Service at a meeting with the South Australian Government Senior 
Management Council. He said the development of the National 
Statistical Service would support professional collection and 
analysis of statistics across all Australian governments. 


Slates & Territories) | 


“High quality official statistics are an integral part of our open and 
democratic society, and vital to enabling governments to make 
important decisions based on the best information that is available,” 
he explained. 


The National Statistical Service will assist that process by creating 
more productive relationships between governments, their agencies 
and the Australian Bureau of Statistics, ensuring a significantly wider 
range of quality information is available to government decision 
makers and the community. 


The South Australian Government has been quick to get the ball 
rolling, with a proposal to work in partnership with a number of 
administrative datasets from the Department of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Department of Justice and the Department 
of Health already being assessed by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics South Australian Office. 


State and Territory Government Statistical Forums 


Forums exist at the State and Territory level to progress the National 
Statistical Service initiatives. They provide a broad perspective of the 
strategic statistical information needs and priorities across the 
State/Territory Government sector, through the exchange of 
information and the identification of common interests. The forums 
also promote co-operative arrangements for the use and 
interpretation of statistical information as well as strengthening the 
relationships amongst government agencies. 


Contact details for these groups can be obtained from the NSS 
Network Contacts page on the NSS web site. 


Page 4 


Highlights from Around the States & Territories r~NsSs | tesue0t oxoberz004 


2005 International Statistical 
Institute Session - Sydney, 
5-12 April 2005 


The International Statistical 
Institute (ISI) is composed of 
more than 2000 __ individual 
elected members who are 
internationally recognised as 
definitive leaders in the field of 
statistics. Its | membership 
crosses all borders, 
representing more than 133 
countries worldwide. The ISI 
Conference will provide an 
excellent opportunity for 
statisticians to congregate and 
exchange innovative ideas, 
develop new links and discuss 
current trends and 
developments in the statistical 
world. 


Information about the Session 
is available from the website 
IS12005 
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Statistical Clearing House Seminars - 2 years on and still 


going strong. 


In response to demand from 
Australian Government clients 
for information about statistical 
issues and best practice in 
survey design the Statistical 
Clearing House commenced a 
seminar series at ABS House 
in Canberra. The first seminar 
was held on 14 June 2002 on 
‘Pre Testing Survey 
Techniques' and they have 
attracted a growing audience 
since that initial presentation. 
Seminars are held on Friday 
mornings and are offered free 
of charge. 


Previous topics have included 
‘Improving Questionnaire 
Response by Design’, 
‘Effective Data Management' 
and 'Sample Sizes'. Copies of 
all presentations are available 
from the SCH _ web _ site 
<www.sch.abs.gov.au>. 


The next seminar will be held 
on Friday 26 November. The 
topic ‘Drawing conclusions 
from surveys with a low 
response rate’, will discuss the 
difficulties of drawing accurate 
conclusions about the 
populaiton when you have high 
levels of non response. 


For more information or to 
reserve a_ place for this 
seminar, please contact Elise 
Kennedy on 02 6252 7028 or 
email 
elise.kennedy@abs.gov.au. 


Geoff De Baux from the 
Statistical Clearing House, 
presenting a recent seminar. 


More information about 
statistical training provided by 
government agencies is 
available from the NSS web site 
www.nss.gov.au. If you would 
like your agencies statistical 
training promoted in _ this 
newsletter and/or on the NSS 
web site, please contact Mark 
Lound on (02) 6252 5907 or 
email mark.lound@abs.gov.au. 
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Statistical Training available from the ABS. 


The ABS provides a range of statistical training courses for 
developing the skills needed to undertake high quality statistical 
collections and statistical analysis. These training courses, which 
are available in every state and territory, teach practical skills 
through formal presentations and interactive discussion, combined 
with the involvement of participants in individual and group 
exercises. The current range of courses on offer are: 


e Basic Survey Design (two days): This course aims to provide a 
broad overview of all facets of survey development. The course 
covers developing survey objectives, selecting collection 
methodologies, developing questionnaires, processing data and 
presenting results. 

e Basic Statistical Analysis (two days): This course develops skills 
in basic statistical and data analysis techniques. 

e Turning Data into Information (two days): This course develops 
skills in interpreting, communicating and displaying data clearly 
and effectively. Participants gain skills in transforming data into 
meaningful written information. 

e Managing Consultants (one day): This course provides 
participants with the skills to effectively select and manage a 
consultant hired to conduct a statistical collection, statistical 
research or other data management related tasks. 


Two day training courses are offered at a standard cost of $600 per 
person. Booking 20 working days in advance attracts an early bird 
discount price of $550. Prices include morning and afternoon tea 
and lunch. One day courses are $350, or $325 for the early bird 
discount. If you would like further information about these courses, 
please contact Tony Cheshire on 02 6252 5803 or email 
tony.cheshire@abs.gov.au. or contact your local state or territory 
ABS Office. 
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In Brief...........- 


Recent years have seen 
growing public interest in 
assessing whether life in 
Australia is getting better, and 
whether the quality of life can 
be sustained into the future. 
Although most regard Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) as 
an important measure of 
progress, there are many who 
believe that it should be 
assessed in conjunction with 
other measures of progress. 
Measures of Australia's 
Progress (Catalogue no. 
1370.0) provides a selection 
of statistical evidence to assist 
in assessing whether life in 
Australia is getting better. The 
measures can be _ loosely 
associated with one of the 
three broad domains. of 
progress - economy, society 
and environment. 


For more information about 
the publication above, please 
visit the ABS web site 
<http://www.abs.gov.au>. 


